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Module  5:  Technology  in  Our  World 

In  Module  5 students  explore  the  impact  of  technology  on  our  lives,  our  environment,  and  our  society. 
Students  read  and  respond  to  a variety  of  texts. 

Section  1:  Technology:  Past  and  Present 

Students  begin  Section  1 by  exploring  the  question,  “What  is  technology?”  They  go  on  to  consider  the  ideas 
of  others  in  regard  to  electronic  technology  and  to  explore  ways  that  technology  can  keep  the  past  alive.  The 
section  concludes  with  a focus  on  the  process  of  creating  a personal  website. 

• Lesson  1 begins  with  a discussion  of  what  comprises  technology.  Students  should  recognize  that,  while 
technology  is  continually  changing,  technology  does  not  refer  only  to  new  devices  and  developments. 

• “A  Desk  for  My  Daughter”  is  a memoir.  Students  were  introduced  to  memoirs  in  Module  3;  you  may  wish 
to  review  this  material  with  your  student  before  he  or  she  reads  the  selection. 

• Discuss  the  concept  of  family  heirlooms  and  keepsakes  with  your  student.  What  is  an  heirloom?  Who 
passes  them  on?  What  value  do  they  hold?  Does  your  family  have  items  they  would  consider  heirlooms? 
Is  there  a story  behind  these  items? 

• Your  student  may  find  it  helpful  to  discuss  question  1 of  the  Assignment  Booklet  with  you  before  he  or 
she  responds  to  the  question. 

• Have  your  student  check  his  or  her  memoir  for  correct  comma  usage  and  for  appropriate  description 
techniques  before  submitting  it  for  assessment. 

• The  satirical  essay  “Learn  with  BOOK”  makes  a case  for  the  usefulness  and  continued  survival  of  books. 
The  author  uses  humour  to  poke  fun  at  modern  technology’s  “advances.”  Satire  is  a rather  sophisticated 
concept.  Your  student  may  find  it  helpful  to  read  other  examples  of  satire  and  to  discuss  the  meaning 
and  humour.  A good  source  would  be  newspaper  or  magazine  columnists.  Television  shows  such  as 
“The  Royal  Canadian  Air  Farce”  also  make  use  of  satire. 

• Most  English  Language  Arts  8 students  are  familiar  with  computer  communication;  they  should  also  be 
familiar  with  the  potential  hazards  of  cyberspace.  Discuss  safety  issues  and  respectful  communication 
practices  with  your  student  in  order  to  establish  guidelines  for  Internet  use. 

• Have  your  student  look  back  at  two  or  three  of  his  or  her  journal  entries  to  see  if  there  are  pieces  that 
would  be  enhanced  by  using  a variety  of  sentence  lengths.  (Caution  your  student  not  to  create 
run-on  sentences  in  the  effort  to  write  longer  sentences.) 

• Remind  your  student  that  in  the  personal  essay  he  or  she  must  either  agree  or  disagree  with  the 
question.  To  help  your  student  ensure  his  or  her  personal  essay  is  effective,  review  with  your  student 
the  checklist  and  comments  that  were  given  in  the  Suggested  Responses  to  question  6 of  Lesson  3. 

• Students  do  not  actually  have  to  create  a website,  but  they  must  be  able  to  create  a plan  for  one.  They 
should  recognize  the  components  of  a personal  website  and  what  makes  it  effective.  The  Assignment 
Booklet  asks  them  to  create  a splash  page  plan.  Encourage  your  student  to  investigate  other  splash 
pages  for  ideas. 
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Section  2:  Technology  and  Medicine 

In  this  section  students  examine  the  effects  of  medical  technology  on  society  and  on  the  lives  of  individuals 
as  well.  They  begin  the  section  by  reading  and  responding  to  a profile  of  Irene  Joliot-Curie.  Besides  learning 
about  her  involvement  with  medical  technology,  they  become  familiar  with  the  elements  of  a profile,  examine 
a variety  of  organizational  patterns  used  in  written  texts,  and  write  a profile.  They  then  go  on  to  view  a 
multimedia  clip  to  discover  ways  to  celebrate  accomplishments  and  to  increase  their  awareness  of  effective 
group  processes.  Finally,  they  read  a short  story  to  discover  how  medical  technology  can  affect  relationships 
and  to  expand  their  knowledge  of  short  story  elements.  As  well,  they  have  the  opportunity  to  practise 
speaking  skills  by  preparing  and  presenting  a monologue. 

• Have  your  student  look  through  his  or  her  writing  to  select  a piece  that  could  be  improved  by  rewriting 
the  beginning  using  an  anecdote. 

• To  help  your  student  see  how  information  can  been  organized,  examine  with  him  or  her  several  travel  or 
how-to  articles  to  note  what  methods  of  organization  the  writers  used. 

• Help  your  student  select  a scientist  for  his  or  her  profile.  Encourage  your  student  to  follow  closely  the 
steps  for  writing  a profile  that  are  given  in  the  lesson  and  to  use  the  checklists  provided. 

• Students’  storyboards  are  not  expected  to  contain  detailed  drawings  or  in-depth  instructions.  There 
should,  however,  be  some  reference  to  camera  and  sound  directions  in  the  captions  that  will  help  to 
convey  the  intended  message. 

• Working  effectively  in  groups  is  an  important  part  of  English  Language  Arts  8.  Your  student  may  need 
to  view  the  multimedia  segments  several  times  in  order  to  assess  the  success  of  the  group  on  the  CD. 
Comments  should  deal  with  either  strengths  or  weaknesses  of  the  group  and  should  support  the  rating 
given  in  the  reflection  chart. 

• Your  student  may  find  it  useful  to  review  the  short  story  elements  (particularly  point  of  view  and 
characterization)  in  Module  3 before  he  or  she  reads  “A  Close  Match.” 

• Have  your  student  look  for  examples  of  foreshadowing  in  stories  or  movies.  Discuss  with  him  or  her 
whether  the  foreshadowing  made  the  characters  or  plots  more  credible. 

• Help  your  student  prepare  for  the  presentation  of  his  or  her  monologue  by  listening  to  it  and  making 
suggestions  regarding  volume,  pacing,  and  pitch.  Helpful  advice  on  public  speaking  can  be  found  under 
the  title  “Using  Your  Voice  Effectively”  on  page  180  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  are  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet, 
please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  Assignment 

2.  Put  your  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope 
sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 


Booklets.  Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  5A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  5 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  85  marks  out  of  the  total  138  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  5.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 : Technology:  Past  and  Present 

1.  In  Lesson  1 you  read  and  responded  to  the  memoir  ‘A  Desk  for  My  Daughter.”  How 
does  this  selection  fit  in  a section  called  “Technology:  Past  and  Present”? 
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2.  Polish  the  memoir  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  1,  and  write  it  in  the  space  provided. 

To  ensure  your  memoir  is  effective,  use  the  checklists  and  comments  that  you  were 
given  in  the  Suggested  Responses  to  questions  4 and  6 of  Lesson  1. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  clear  and  interesting. 

• Details  have  been  included  so  the  reader  can  share  this 
experience. 

• The  description  effectively  conveys  a single  impression, 
image,  or  emotion. 

7 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  memoir  is  written  in  first-person  narrative  voice. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

3 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  14 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  Satire  is  a form  of  writing  that  uses  humour  and  irony  to  point  out  what  is  wrong 
with  an  organization,  person,  or  society.  What  is  R.  J.  Heathorn  pointing  out  in  his 
satirical  essay  “Learn  with  BOOK”? 


4.  In  Lesson  2 you  explored  the  use  of  acronyms.  In  this  assignment  you  will  create 
your  own  acronyms.  Your  task  is  to  make  up  four  acronyms  for  words  to  describe 
their  use,  as  R.  I.  Heathorn  did  for  BOOK  in  his  satirical  essay  “Learn  with  BOOK.” 

Following  are  two  examples  to  help  you  get  started: 

IRON  Implement  for  Raising  One’s  Neatness 
CAR  Conveyance  Adapted  to  Roadways 

In  most  acronyms,  short  prepositions  and  conjunctions  are  not  usually  given  a 
letter,  but  you  may  bend  the  rules  for  this  activity. 
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5.  a.  What  are  three  advantages  of  instant  messaging? 


b.  What  are  three  disadvantages  of  instant  messaging? 


c.  What  are  four  precautions  to  follow  when  you  are  using  online  communication? 
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6. 


Read  the  paragraph  titled  “My  Vacation”  written  by  an  English  Language  Arts  8 
student.  The  student  has  used  run-on  sentences  and  sentence  fragments.  In  the 
space  provided  on  the  next  page,  rewrite  the  paragraph  to  eliminate  these  sentence 
faults.  Your  finished  paragraph  should  contain  a variety  of  sentences — simple, 
compound,  and  complex.  Make  sure  you  have  used  commas,  semicolons,  colons, 
and  parentheses  correctly.  Add  more  details  or  make  any  other  changes  that  you 
think  would  improve  the  paragraph. 


Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  your  revised  paragraph  is  effective. 


I have  an  effective  opening  sentence. 

I have  used  a variety  of  sentences — simple,  compound,  and  complex. 

I have  used  correct  punctuation. 

I have  inserted  parentheses  correctly. 

I have  eliminated  run-on  sentences  and  sentence  fragments. 

I have  written  an  effective  concluding  sentence. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  6 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  introduction  and  conclusion  are  effective. 

• The  ideas  have  been  organized  to  suit  the  purpose. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• An  effort  has  been  made  to  use  a variety  of  sentence  types. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  sentence  structure,  and  punctuation. 

5 marks 

My  Vacation 

I got  up  early  the  first  day  of  my  vacation  and  strolled  down  to  the  seashore  I had 
arrived  in  Parksville  very  late  the  night  before.  The  sun  was  just  coming  up.  I stood 
on  the  dock.  I looked  out  at  the  sea.  The  water  was  deep  blue  the  waves  gently 
splashed  against  the  sea  wall.  Birds  circled  over  the  water.  As  I looked  across  the 
water.  1 saw  a whale  surface  1 watched  it  leap  into  the  air  another  one  joined  it  and 
they  disappeared  into  the  sea  without  a trace.  A great  start  to  my  vacation. 
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When  you  have  completed  question  6,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  26 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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7.  Polish  the  personal  essay  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  3,  and  write  it  in  the  space 

provided.  To  ensure  your  personal  essay  is  effective,  use  the  checklist  that  you  were 
given  for  question  6 of  Lesson  3. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  7 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  opinion  is  clearly  stated. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• Audience  and  tone  have  been  considered. 

4 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

• Transitional  devices  have  been  used  to  make  the  ideas  flow 
smoothly  and  coherently. 

4 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  7,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  35 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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8.  In  Lesson  4 you  were  given  steps  for  creating  a personal  website,  and  you  developed 
a plan  for  your  personal  website.  Use  those  steps  as  a model  to  develop  a plan  for  a 
splash  page  for  your  personal  website. 

a.  What  is  the  title  of  your  splash  page? 


b.  Who  is  your  intended  audience? 


c.  Briefly  describe  the  content  of  your  splash  page.  Explain  the  features  you  will 
include  in  your  text  and  the  type  of  graphics  you  will  use. 


d.  Use  your  own  paper  to  sketch  the  layout  of  your  plan.  You  do  not  need  to 

provide  the  actual  text  and  graphics,  but  indicate  with  labelled  boxes  or  circles 
where  they  will  be  placed.  Attach  your  sketch  to  Assignment  Booklet  5A.  Be  sure 
to  label  your  sketch  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  5A:  Section  1,  question  8.  d. 


When  you  have  completed  question  8,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  41 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Technology  and  Medicine 

1.  Polish  the  profile  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  1,  and  write  it  in  the  space  provided  on 
the  next  page.  To  ensure  your  profile  is  effective,  use  the  following  checklist. 


I used  an  interesting  anecdote  as  my  beginning. 

The  character  of  the  person  comes  through. 

I checked  my  facts  carefully. 

It  is  clear  what  the  person  does. 

The  information  is  presented  in  a logical  order. 

I have  an  effective  concluding  paragraph. 

I have  edited  my  profile  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  and 
grammar. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  interesting  and  well  developed. 

• Supporting  details  enable  the  reader  to  visualize  the 
subject  clearly. 

• The  beginning  and  ending  of  the  profile  are  effective. 

5 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  ideas  flow  smoothly. 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

5 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  51 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

2.  Imagine  you  have  been  asked  to  turn  the  profile  you  wrote  in  Lesson  1 into  a 

television  documentary.  Create  a storyboard  for  a scene  from  your  profile.  Use  your 
own  paper  to  draw  three  panels  of  the  scene  you  have  selected.  Include  captions  for 
each  panel.  Attach  your  storyboard  to  Assignment  Booklet  5A.  Be  sure  to  label  your 
storyboard  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  5A:  Section  2,  question  2 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Ideas  and  Impression 

• The  message  is  clear  and  effective. 

• The  storyboard  has  been  done  neatly  and  is  easy  to  read. 

• Directions  for  the  camera  are  appropriate. 

• Directions  for  sound  effects  are  appropriate. 

• The  captions  have  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors. 

5 marks 
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3.  In  this  lesson  you  watched  a group  of  students  work  together  to  create  a heritage 
minute.  How  effectively  did  these  students  work  as  a group?  Complete  the  following 
chart  to  reflect  on  the  group’s  work. 

For  each  statement,  check  the  number  that  best  reflects  the  group’s  work.  The 
number  1 means  to  a small  degree;  the  number  5 means  to  a great  degree.  Be  sure 
to  include  a comment  in  the  space  provided. 


Reflection  on  Croup  Work 

1 

iE  2 ■■  ! 

3 

4 

5 

The  group  has  set  realistic  goals  and  has 
accomplished  them. 

Comment: 


The  group  has  understood  the  project,  the  topic, 
the  purpose,  and  the  audience. 

Comment: 


Group  members  understood  and  accomplished 
their  roles  and  tasks. 

Comment: 


The  group  created  a plan  and  was  able  to  adjust  to 
ensure  the  project  was  completed  on  time. 

Comment: 


The  group  met  the  challenge  of  creating  a heritage 
minute. 

Comment: 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  3 

Thought  and  Support 

• This  experience  has  been  considered  thoughtfully. 

• rhe  student  has  made  a sincere  effort  to  assess  the 
group’s  work. 

• Strengths  or  weaknesses  have  been  commented  on 
insightfully. 

5 marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  61 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4. 


In  Lesson  3 you  wrote  a monologue  expressing  Jennifer’s  point  of  view  from  the 
story  “A  Close  Match.”  Make  an  audio  recording  of  your  monologue.  Practise 
reading  your  monologue.  Try  varying  your  volume,  pacing,  and  pitch.  When  you 
are  satisfied  with  your  oral  presentation,  record  your  monologue,  and  submit  your 
recording  with  Assignment  Booklet  5A. 


Be  sure  to  label  your  recording  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  5A:  Section  2,  question  4 


Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  that  your  presentation  is  effective.  Be  sure  to 
go  through  it  before  you  submit  your  recording  for  assessment. 


Did  I speak  clearly? 

Did  I pronounce  all  words  correctly  and  clearly? 

Was  my  delivery  smooth  and  evenly  paced? 

Did  I sound  interesting?  Did  I vary  the  pitch  of  my  voice? 

Was  my  tone  suitable  for  the  mood  of  the  monologue? 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  4 

Ideas  and  Impression 

• The  beginning  is  effective. 

• The  language  used  is  appropriate  for  the  situation. 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  portray  the  character 
effectively. 

5 marks 

Presentation 

• The  tone  and  message  have  been  effectively  conveyed. 

• Volume,  pacing,  and  pitch  are  controlled. 

• Appropriate  emphasis  and  expression  have  been  used. 

5 marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  70 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Submit  Assignment  Booklet  5A,  along  with  your  splash  page  plan,  storyboard, 
and  monologue  recording,  for  assessment. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENTS  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 
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